
Public Policy/Legislation Update 11 October 2022


Law passed in NYS: 


The Adult Survivors Act (ASA) was signed into law by Gov. Hochul 

on May 24, 2022 and goes into effect on November 1, 2022. This

law will allow a one-year window for survivors of adult sexual

abuse in NY (after age 18) to file a lawsuit, even when the statute

of limitations has already expired.


For Your Information:


Part-Time SUNY and CUNY students taking between 6 and 11

credits per semester are now eligible to apply for the Tuition Assistance

Program (TAP).


The NYS Department of Labor has launched a Sexual Harassment  
Tipline for workers who believe they have experienced sexual

harassment in their workplace. The number is 1-800-427-2773. 

NYS has launched a Wage Theft Hotline for workers who suspect

they have been victims of wage theft to call without fear of

retaliation. The number is 833-910-4378. 

The new Affordable Connectivity Program can help pay up to

$30 of monthly internet service bills. Go to acpbenefit.org 


NYS SNAP Program Changes:  Provide a new one-page

application form; allowing older New Yorkers to rectify

their benefits for 36 months instead of 24 months; and

eliminating the interview requirement for recertification.


For help paying drinking water or wastewater service bills 
go to www.otda.ny.gov/programs/water-assistance  


From Migration and Refugee Services: 

On September 27, President Biden signed a Presidential  
Determination (PD) of 125,000 refugee admissions to the 

United States for Fiscal Year 2023. This serves as a target 

for the U. S. Refuge Admissions Program (USRAP). 

The previous determination ended on September 30.


Operation Enduring Welcome:  Starting October 1, the Biden

Administration began resettling Afghans who fall into one of three

categories:  family members of US citizens, ie. lawful permanent

residents and Afghans already brought to the U. S.; Afghans

who are eligible for special immigrant visas; and Afghans who

have received priority referrals to the US Refugee Admissions

Program.


http://acpbenefit.org
http://www.otda.ny.gov/programs/water-assistance


On October 5, a decision by the 5th US Circuit Court of Appeals

ruled that the DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals)  
program could go forward only for current recipients known as 

“Dreamers” but that all first-time appllications submitted since 

July 2021 will remain unprocessed. Urge Congress to pass

The Dream Act, which will create a path to citizenship for

“Dreamers.”


The US Department of Homeland Security repealed two rules 
that made it more difficult for asylum seekers to work in the 
US while their appeals are pending:  The rules required that

asylum seekers wait 365 days to apply for work permits,

instead of 150 days which was the previous limit. The rules

also no longer require that asylum seekers must have crossed

at an authorized port of entry or be free from certain crimes

in order to receive work permits.


Department of Homeland Security announced an extension 

and redesignation of Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for

Burma (or Myanmar) for 18 months.


The US will resume visa processing in Havana, Cuba in early

2023.


Update on Federal Legislation: 

The Fredrick Douglass Trafficking Victims Prevention and 
Protection Reauthorization Act of 2022 passed the House in

July but the Senate has not acted on this legislation.


The Afghan Adjustment Act failed to be included in the short-

term government-funding bill which will expire December 16.

Supplemental funding for the Emergency Food and Shelter 
Program (EFSP) was also not included


Global Malnutrition Prevention and Treatment Act: This bill

will make existing US global nutrition programs even more

effective and support countries in their efforts to prevent and

treat child and maternal malnutrition. Passed by Senate and

heading to President’s desk.


Thank you for your advocacy.


Marie Copeland, Chair


